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Van Gogh 
 

Here’s a little-known 
fact that may surprise 
you. 
 

Vincent Van Gogh was 
a Methodist Local 
Preacher. 
 

Yes, it’s true! Van Gogh 
was brought up as a 
child in a strict and 
austere Dutch 
Reformed Church 
family. Both his father 
and his grandfather 
were ordained 
pastors, and echoes of 

the Bible stories he learnt as a child can often be traced in his famous paintings. 
 

In 1876 he travelled to England and began teaching in a couple of schools, but 
by October that year he was working in a church in Isleworth as a lay pastor and 
“missioner”, leading home groups and teaching in the Sunday School. On Sunday 
29th October he preached his first sermon at Richmond Methodist Church, 
based on Psalm 119 verse 19: “I am a stranger on earth; hide not your 
commandments from me”. With echoes from John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s 
Progress, his sermon sees himself as a pilgrim cut off from his family and his 
native country: “We are pilgrims, our life is a long walk or journey from earth to 
heaven”. Despite his strong accent, he then preached again at Petersham 
Methodist Church on the evening of Sunday 19th November. 
 

In December he decided to go home to Holland for the Christmas holidays. He 
wasn’t in good health, physically or emotionally. One biographer says: “To his 
parents he appeared unwell, depressed, lonely and obsessed by religion. They 
advised him not to return to England and Vincent agreed.” 
 

For a while he lived back at his parent’s house in Nuenen. His Father died in 
1885, and this painting of his Father’s Bible was produced about six months 

Vincent Van Gogh   –   “Still Life with Bible”   (painted in 
Nuenen in October 1885)  Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam 



later. Notice that the candle beside the Bible appears to have been snuffed out. 
It no longer sheds any light. 
 

His Father’s Bible is open (but hard to make out) at Isaiah 53. “For we like sheep 
have gone astray…” Next to the Bible (or indeed in front of it), is a battered, well-
read copy of Emile Zola’s “La Joie de Vivre” (Zest for Life), which Van Gogh 
apparently regarded as a kind of bible of modern life. (Personally, I’ve always 
found Zola’s books quite depressing. I remember reading “The Beast in Man” 
once. Spoiler Alert… Everyone dies!) 
 

The two books appear to symbolise the contrasting views on life held by father 
and son. Is this painting a tribute to his father? Or is it a rejection of his austere 
ways? Biblical puritanism with its laws and prohibitions, or the Joy of Life? 
Perhaps, however, as Van Gogh paints the two books together it isn’t a straight 
choice of either/or. Perhaps it’s a both/and. 
 

You don’t actually have to close the Bible to also pick up Emile Zola (or any other 
good novel!)  
 

So, have you read any good books lately? 
Rev Dave Milner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shoebox Packing and Coffee Morning 
 
Come to pack a shoebox (or watch others doing 
so) and enjoy a cuppa at the same time on 
Saturday 12th October from 10.00am. All 
welcome! 

Sad News 
 

It is with great sadness that we let you 
know Patricia Ross, who used to regularly 

attend Patterdale, has recently passed 
away. Please hold her husband Kenneth 

and all the family in your prayers. 
 

A memorial service will be held at a later 
date, details are to follow. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Penrith 

10.30am ~ Baptism – Rev Tim Cooke 
Reading: Ephesians 2:4-8 

 

Patterdale 

10.30am ~ Morning Worship – Rev Gillian Belford 
 

Skelton 

10.30am ~ Morning Communion – Rev Andrew Callaway 
 

Stainton 

10.30am ~ Morning Communion – Rev David Milner 
 

Cottage Wood Centre 

5pm ~ Early Evening Worship – Rev Beth Honey 
 

Alston Moor 
11am ~ Morning Worship – A Dunstan 

 

Kirkoswald 
10am ~ Morning Worship – P Kidd 

 

Gamblesby 
10am ~ Little Acorns 

3.30pm ~ Afternoon Worship – Claire Slee 
 

Renwick 
5pm ~ Early Evening Worship – Rev David Milner 

 
There are alternative Anglican services available.  

For details, please see the EEMC website: www.eastofedenmc.org.uk 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Monday 14th October 
9.30am ~ Monday Walks – Meet outside PMC 
6.15pm ~ Choral Group – Sandgate/PMC 
7.30pm ~ Annual Pastoral Meeting – Sandgate/PMC  
7.30pm ~ Zoom Prayer Meeting –  
                 All are welcome to join, please follow the link and use the Meeting ID below, 

                 https://zoom.us/j/97436321089 
                 Meeting ID: 974 3632 1089 
 

Tuesday 15th October 
10am ~ Midweek Service – Mr Lawrence Tomlinson – Church/PMC  
10am ~ ‘He Brews’ Coffee Club – Gamblesby Methodist Chapel 
10.30am ~ CAP Job Club – Beacon/PMC 
1.30pm ~ Prayer Meeting – Church/PMC 
7pm ~ Blencow HG – The Hollies, Blencow (We meet twice monthly at 7pm on a 
Tuesday. Contact Steve on 07711 088448 for further details.) 
7pm ~ Omega House Group – Sunningdale, Stainton 
7.30pm ~ Junior Youth Club – Ullswater/PMC 
 

Wednesday 16th October 
10am ~ 3C’s – Cottage Wood Centre  
1.30pm ~ Wednesday Get Together - Skelton Methodist Church 
2pm ~ Langwathby Community Fellowship – Langwathby Methodist Church 
7.30pm ~ Living Room HG, contact Morgan or Sarah for details 
 

Thursday 17th October 
10.30am ~ Oasis – Langwathby Methodist Church 
7.30pm ~ Alpha – Beacon/PMC 
 

Friday 18th October 
12 noon ~ Lunch Club – Ullswater/PMC 
 

Saturday 19th October 
BE BOULDER – VARIOUS EVENTS AT PMC – SEE SEPARATE NOTICE 
 

Sunday 20th October 
BE BOULDER – VARIOUS EVENTS AT PMC – SEE SEPARATE NOTICE 
Penrith: 10.30am   Be Boulder – Rev Tim Cooke & Rev Liz Crumlish 
Skelton: 10.30am  Joint Service with Stainton 
Stainton: 10.30am  Morning Worship – Mr Morgan Tebb-Roger 
Cottage Wood: 5pm Woodland Collective – Mr Morgan Tebb-Roger 
Alston Moor: 11am Church Council – Rev David Milner 
Langwathby: 11am  Morning Worship – Hazel & Peter Bowes 
Kirkoswald: 6.30pm  Third Sunday Service 

                                                              
(Reading: Matthew 22:1-13) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  



 
 
 
  



 
  



 
 
 
 
  



 
  

Penrith Music Club – Pirasti Trio 
 

Monday 21st October at 7.30pm at PMC 
 

The Pirasti Trio originally formed in 1989 and 
performed throughout the UK, Europe and the 
USA until 2001. After returning to live in the UK, 

they reunited in 2021. 
 

Tickets are £20 in advance or at the door (£5 for 
students) 

 



  



  



 
 
  

PMC Livestream Schedule – October 
 

Please see PMC’s Sunday Service Livestream 
schedule for the rest of this month below: 

 
13th October: LIVESTREAM 
20th October: LIVESTREAM 

27th October: NO LIVESTREAM 

Piano Looking for a New Home 
 
 
Would anyone like a piano? Or do you know of 
anyone who is wanting to learn?  We have a 
modern upright acoustic piano in excellent 
condition that needs a new home. A piano 
stool is also available. If interested, please 
contact Christine Milner on 01768 863209. 
 

CAP Job Club – Volunteers Needed 
 
Due to voluntary staff shortages because of holidays and sickness, Michelle Pierce, the 
manager of the CAP Job Club, would be very grateful if someone could help her for 
three Tuesday mornings from 10.15am to 12.00pm on the 12th, 19th and 26th 
November. Tasks include providing refreshments, meeting and greeting clients, being 
friendly and supportive during the training sessions and as the clients leave. It is an 
opportunity for volunteers to witness how the Job Club operates.  
 

To confirm availability or obtain further information, please contact Michelle Tel 07789 
212908 



  PMC are proud to announce that we are now members of Inclusive Church. 



 
  

Monetary donations towards the cost of transport are also welcome 
and appreciated. 



Thought for the week… 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact Details: 

 

Co-Superintendent Ministers 
Rev. Tim Cooke: 01768 890465 or email: tim.cooke@methodist.org.uk 
Rev. David Milner: 01768 863209 or email: dave@revmilner.plus.com 

Pioneer Enabler: Morgan Tebb-Roger: 07949 156051  
or email: outreach@penrithmethodist.co.uk 

Circuit Pastoral Worker: Dean Lawson: laypastor@penrithmethodist.co.uk 
Stainton Outreach Worker: Trace Cooke: 01768 890465  

or email: tracecooke1@gmail.com 
 

Circuit Office: 01768 862787 or email: admin@penrithmethodist.co.uk 
(Open 9am - 1pm, Monday to Friday) 

Circuit Administrative Manager: Sarah Mulheron-Summers 
Circuit Administrative Assistant: Niamh Ryan 

Premises Manager: Lindsay Wilson 
 

Eden Debt Centre Manager (CAP): Jen Dixon: 07799 271710 
or email: jendixon@capuk.org 

Debt Coach: Jo Varley: 07464 939138  
or email: jovarley@capuk.org 

 

Cottage Wood Centre - Please send a request to join our Facebook group. 
 

East of Eden Mission Community Website: www.eastofedenmc.org.uk 
 

PMC Website: www.penrithmethodist.co.uk 

Find our Sunday services on YouTube 
Follow us on Twitter @PMCmethodists and on Facebook 

 

Let’s stay connected with one another! 


